March 14, 2005

Contact: Ed Gray (785) 296-3564

 

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OFFERS AGRITOURISM WORKSHOP

TO DEMONSTRATE ATTRACTION DEVELOPMENT FOR MORE REVENUE

 

The Kansas Department of Commerce will present "Agritourism: How to Attract More Customers, More Often!" an all-day workshop for tourism professionals and farmers and ranchers who are actively involved in agritourism. The workshop will be held at six locations around the state in April and May.  Each workshop will run from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  The locations and dates are April 19 in Dodge City, April 21 in Colby, May 3 in Lawrence, May 5 in Chanute, May 17 in Salina, and May 19 in El Dorado.

 

The workshop is a component of Commerce's Agritourism Initiative, designed to increase tourism revenues in Kansas.  Agritourism is when the public visits a working farm, ranch, winery, or agricultural heritage site to enjoy activities, outdoor recreation, shopping, dining or lodging.

 

According to Scott Allegrucci, Director of the Travel & Tourism Division of the Kansas Department of Commerce, "The workshop is designed to provide information and tools to increase revenues and guide tourism development on farms and ranches. Tourism, economic development, and agriculture professionals will learn more ways to collaborate and to attract agritourism dollars into their regions."

 

Patty Clark, Director of the Agriculture Marketing Division of the Kansas Department of Commerce, explains, "Interest in agritourism has been demonstrated by strong attendance at previous workshops and conferences, so we have expanded our workshop locations this year. Farmers and ranchers are looking at agritourism as a new source of revenue growth." 

 

Jane Eckert, one of the country's leading experts on agritourism and an acclaimed national speaker and farm marketing consultant, will present the workshop.  A farmer's daughter who grew up on a fruit orchard, Eckert helped build her family's operation into one of the top tourism destinations in the St. Louis area, attracting 500,000 people per year.

 

The workshop costs $10 per person for agritourism operators registered with the Kansas Department of Commerce or $15 for all others. For more information and workshop reservations contact Janna Dunbar, Agritourism Program Manager, at 785-296-3737 or Jdunbar@kansascommerce.com  Space is limited at several of the workshop locations. Deadline for reservations is April 15. (Deadline Extended:  You can Still Register Now)  More information about the workshops and registration forms are available at www.kansasagritourism.org 

 

Funding for the Agritourism Initiative is provided by the Economic Development Initiatives Fund (EDIF), which is derived from state lottery proceeds.  The mission of the Kansas Department of Commerce is to empower business and communities through bold leadership using strategic resources to realize prosperity in Kansas.
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